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“The setting was splendidly theatrical. The neo-Gothic
council chamber of the new town hall (Rathaus), with its

frescoes of medieval history, Gobelins, and ornately carved
chairs, looked more as if it were designed for the Minnesingers’

contest in Tannhäuser than for debating such mundane matters
as school levies and contracts for laying gas mains.”

Carl Dolmetsch, ‘“Our Famous Guest,” Mark Twain in Vienna’(Athens, Georgia 1992) 62 f., describing  
Friedrich von Schmidt’s new Rathaus, completed in 1885.  
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