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Preface
The idea for this booklet is closely related to the research focus on Balkan archaeology of the OREA Institute of the 
Austrian Academy of Sciences and its various collaboration partners. Thanks to the financial support of the Innovation 
Fund of the Austrian Academy of Sciences, it has been possible to realize the Visualizing the Unknown Balkans project 
over the last two years. The present booklet aims to set out a physical paper-based summary accompanying a digital 3D 
movie produced within the framework of the Innovation Fund project. The fragmentation of modern-day archaeology 
on the Balkans, its high impact on the European past and its scientific attractiveness constitute our starting point for 
turning a new spotlight on Balkan archaeology for a broader audience.

Visualizing the complex and multi-level research results of interdisciplinary teams represents one of the challenges 
in state-of-the-art archaeology these days. In explaining and disseminating the outcome of excavations and fieldwork, 
we could have realized various initiatives for a scientific and broader public. Open-days for guests and press conferences 
during the excavations in Bosnia and Herzegovina and in Serbia have attracted lots of media attention since 2018. Our 
new results have been presented in lectures at the Austrian embassies in Belgrade and Sarajevo as well as in lectures 
held at several international scientific congresses. Recently excavated objects and finds from Svinjarička Čuka (Serbia) 
were presented in an exhibition and its accompanying catalogue at the Schallaburg in Lower Austria in 2020.

Implementing this multi-level visualization approach was only possible due to the engaged support of many institu-
tions. We are thankful to all the Serbian authorities, especially the Serbian Ministry of Culture and Heritage and our 
collaboration partners at the Institute of Archaeology in Belgrade. The Ministry for Education, Science, Culture and 
Sport of the Zenica-Doboj Canton supported our investigations in Bosnia and Herzegovina. We would also like to thank 
the Armed Forces of Bosnia and Herzegovina for providing help during the excavation in Bijeljina. We additionally 
thank the National Museum in Leskovac, the Museum of Mining and Metallurgy in Bor, the Museum of Semberija in 
Bijeljina and the Museum of the City of Zenica. We would like to express our sincere thanks to the Austrian Embassy in 
Belgrade, the ambassador Nikolaus Lutterotti and Sabine Kroissenbrunner as well as to the cultural attaché Adrien Feix 
and the first secretary of the Austrian Embassy in Sarajevo, Nicola Hardwick.

The results presented here are based on ongoing research fieldwork in the Balkans, funded by the Austrian Science 
Fund (FWF projects no. P32096-G25 and no. P32095-G25). We especially thank the Austrian Academy of Sciences 
and its Innovation Fund for supporting our initiative. We would like to thank the Austrian Academy of Sciences Press 
for supporting this publication, Angela Schwab for the layout of the present booklet, Irene Petschko for its organiza-
tion, Felix Ostmann for the help with images/photos and Nicola Wood for the English editing. Finally, we thank each 
and every member of our excavation teams and all authors for sharing their expertise with us, namely Snježana Antić, 
Michael Brandl, Aleksandar Bulatović, Clare Burke, Aleksandar Kapuran, Bogdana Milić, Mathias Mehofer, Ognjen Đ. 
Mladenović, Irene M. Petschko and Lukas Waltenberger (in alphabetical order).

We hope that the present booklet supports the Visualizing of the Unknown Balkans, revives further interest and 
informs a broader audience about the continued attractiveness of Balkan archaeology!

Vienna, 8.7.2020
Mario Gavranović / Barbara Horejs
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Predgovor
Ideja za izradu ove brošure usko je povezana sa istraživačkim fokusom na balkansku arheologiju OREA Instituta Aus-
trijske akademije nauka i raznih partnera. Realizacija projekta „Vizualizacija nepoznatog Balkana“ u protekle dvije go-
dina omogućena je zahvaljujući finansijskoj podršci Fonda za inovacije Austrijske akademije nauka. Ova brošura, pored 
digitalnog 3D filma, ima za cilj da prikaže sažetak istraživanja sprovedenih u okviru projekta. Fragmentacija moderne 
arheologije na Balkanu, njen veliki utjecaj na evropsku prošlost kao i njena atraktivnost sa naučnog stanovišta polazne su 
tačke novog interesa za balkansku arheologiju i njenog predstavljanja široj publici.

Vizualizacija složenih i primjenom različitih metoda dobivenih rezultata istraživanja od strane interdisciplinarnih 
timova predstavlja jedan od velikih izazova savremene arheologije. Prezentacija i popularizacija rezultata terenskog 
rada i arheoloških iskopavanja u okviru projekta pokrenula je niz raznih javnih inicijativa usmjerenih ka široj i naučnoj 
javnosti. Otvoreni dani za goste i konferencije za štampu tokom naših istraživanja u Bosni i Hercegovini i Srbiji izazvali 
su zavidnu medijsku pažnju. Rezultati projekta predstavljeni su na predavanjima u austrijskim ambasadama u Beogra-
du i Sarajevu, kao i na nekoliko međunarodnih naučnih skupova. Nedavno otkriveni predmeti i nalazi sa iskopavanja na 
Svinjaričkoj Čuki (Srbija) predstavljeni su 2020 na izložbi u Schallaburgu u Donjoj Austriji kao i u pratećem katalogu.

Realizacija kompleksnog projekta vizualizacije arheoloških istraživanja omogućena je zahvaljući angažiranoj podršci 
mnogih institucija. Zahvaljujemo se vlastima u Republici Srbiji , posebno Ministarstvu kulture i baštine Republike 
Srbije i našim partnerima sa Arheološkog instituta u Beogradu. Ministarstvo za obrazovanje, nauku, kulturu i sport 
Zeničko-dobojskog kantona podržalo je naše istraživanje u Bosni i Hercegovini. Takođe se zahvaljujemo Oružanim 
snagama Bosne i Hercegovine na pružanju pomoći tokom iskopavanja u Bijeljini. Dodatno se zahvaljujemo Narod-
nom muzeju u Leskovcu, Muzeju rudarstva i metalurgije u Boru, Muzeju Semberije u Bijeljini i Muzeju grada Zenice. 
Iskreno se zahvaljujemo austrijskoj ambasadi u Beogradu, ambasadorima Nikolaus Lutterotti i Sabine Kroissenbrun-
ner, atašeu za kulturu Adrienu Feixu i prvoj sekretarici austrijske ambasade u Sarajevu Nicoli Hardwick.

Predstavljeni rezultati inicirali su nekoliko tekućih terenskih istraživanja na Balkanu koje finansira Austrijski naučni 
fond (FWF projekati br. P32096-G25 i br. P32095-G25). Posebno se zahvaljujemo Austrijskoj akademiji nauka i 
Fondu za inovacije koji su podržali našu inicijativu. Željeli bismo da se zahvalimo i medijskom odjeljenju Austrijske 
akademije nauka koje je podržalo izradu ove publikacije, Angeli Schwab za tehničku izdradu i dizajn, Irene Petschko 
za organizaciju, Felixu Ostmannu za pomoć u odabiru fotografija i Nicoli Wood za redakciju engleskih tekstova. Na 
kraju se zahvaljujemo timovima sa naših iskopavanja i svim autorima koji su sa nama učestvovali u izradi tekstova, a to 
su Snježana Antić, Michael Brandl, Aleksandar Bulatović, Clare Burke, Aleksandar Kapuran, Bogdana Milić, Mathias 
Mehofer, Ognjen Đ. Mladenović, Irene M. Petschko i Lukas Waltenberger (po abecednom redu).

Nadamo se da će ova brošura uspješno predstaviti prve rezultate projekta „Vizualizacija nepoznatog Balkana“ 
i pobuditi dalji interes te ujedno informirati širu publiku o fascinantnoj balkanskoj arheologiji i njenoj neprekidnoj 
privlačnosti! 

Beč, 8.7.2020
Mario Gavranović / Barbara Horejs
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