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One of the most chilling episodes in the Old Testament is the story of Saul raising Samuel from 
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up the dead prophet in the hope that he will give a favorable prognosis about the outcome of 
the battle. But no one can be found to perform the divination because Saul himself has banned 
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Vermes underlines the importance of this story for what it reveals about the conception of the 
after-death state in one of the earliest recorded phases in Judaic thought. At the very least what 
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The evidence presented by John Vincent Bellezza in this remarkable study suggests that the 
evolution of the Tibetan after-death world has moved in precisely the opposite direction. The 
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the help of animals that act as bearers and guides. 
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“suffered badly” from a failure to consult similar materials from a later period for comparative 
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from a private collection. 
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diverse enough that a multiplicity of origins is a more probable explanation. In the absence of 
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with considerable local variation. 

It is a matter of real regret that the complex of beliefs and rituals represented by texts such as 
those examined here are execrated by followers of the major Buddhist schools on the grounds that 
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by a superior Buddhist eschatology. This contempt is unwarranted: in the same way that many 
Tibetans proudly vaunt the Darwinian implications of the monkey-and-demoness anthropogonic 
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recognizes such a close kinship and mutual dependency between humans and the natural world 
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If the evidence of these and other texts is so heterogeneous that we cannot reasonably speak of 
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enterprise becomes easier. In the same way as it is possible to draw meaningful comparisons 
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analyzed here reveals a clear cultural continuity. The result is a solid bulwark from which we 
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but the present study is part of an inexorably growing body of evidence of the degree to which 
it has also contributed to its impoverishment.  

Charles Ramble

*  “...Ces textes plus modernes sont souvent plus clairs et plus explicites que ces manuscrits. Il est clair qu’il faut 
étudier les premiers pour comprendre les seconds. M. Lalou et F. W. Thomas ont beaucoup  pâti du fait qu’ils les ont 
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