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“1a. Scriptural/religious authority as a philosophical and epistemo-
logical issue. – Which epistemological status can scripture/religious 
authority claim in the system of human knowledge? Is there a distinct 
jurisdiction (e.g., the acintya, or the at�ndriya) for scripture, or does/
can it overlap with other, empirical sources of knowledge? How can 
the truth or reliability of a given textual tradition be assessed? Is a 
concept of scripturally based rationality available? Can reason(ing) 
and scripture contradict each other? Can reason(ing) alone shape mo-
rals and goal-oriented practice? 1b. Scriptural/religious authority as 
a hermeneutical and exegetical issue. – What does scripture consist 
of? What may lay claim to authority/canonicity, and on which basis? 
Does the issue of scriptural authenticity/authentication become a phi-
losophical question? To what extent is exegesis (e.g., varying levels of 
interpretation) involved in settling philosophical questions? 2a. Apo-
logetics and/in Indian philosophy. – How developed is the apologetic 
concern in a given philosophical tradition or even a single text/author? 
In which way(s) does philosophy provide apologetics with methods, 
techniques or doctrinal agenda? How do philosophers and dogmatici-
ans claim rationality for the scriptural tradition which they defend or 
promote? Are there forms of apologetic rhetoric other than appeals to 
credibility and claims of rationality? Can Indian philosophy (and phi-
losophy in general) be easily dissociated from apologetic concerns? 
2b. Apologetics and/in Indian history. – Can non-philosophical, histo-
rical (social, political, economic, institutional) circumstances be inter-
preted as having been instrumental in the development of apologetic 
endeavours within a tradition? Have, e.g., the practice of debate, scho-
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larly institutions, internal and external hostility, economic pressure 
or political events had a share in shaping certain apologetic agenda?”
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1100–1130 P. Skilling Invoking the Buddha: The power of buddha-
vacana in s�tra and dh�ra��

1130–1200 J. Walser s�tra vs. ��stra: a sociological perspective

1200–1230 T. Horiuchi Mah�y�na and Vaipulya: Focusing on the 
proof of the authenticity of the Mah�y�na

1400–1430 P. Balcerowicz Omniscience of the Jina and the truth of 
Jainism

1430–1500 K. Kataoka Transmission of scripture: Exegetical prob-
lems for Kum�rila and Dharmak�rti

1500–1530 V. Eltschinger Towards a genealogy of the Buddhist episte-
mologists’ apologetics

1550–1620 H. Krasser Dharmak�rti on the unreliability of scripture

1620–1650 S. Moriyama On the relationship between scripturally 
based inference (�gam��rit�num�na) and 
the fallacious thesis contradicted by script-
ure (�gamavirodha)

1650–1720 S. McClintock Kamala��la on scripture and reason: The 
limits and extent of ‘practical rationality’ in 
the Tattvasa�grahapañjik�

1740–1810 H. Marui Examination of the meaning of ‘pr�m��ya’ 
with special reference to its use for the Veda 
or ‘verbal testimony’ (�abda) in the codan�-
s�tr� dhikara�a of the �lokav�rttika and 
some Ny�ya texts

1810–1840 R. Torella prasiddhi and pratibh�
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