
In anticipation of the founding of “TiMe” “Trans-
formation in the Mediterranean: 1200–500 BC”, a
proposed international study group on Transitions
in the Mediterranean Area during the First Millen-
nium BC; Professor Manfred Bietak suggested that I
should consider contributing a manuscript on
Egyptian funerary customs during the Third Inter-
mediate Period for publication, and I am grateful to
him, and to the Austrian Academy of Sciences for
including this work in their series “Contributions to
the Chronology of the Eastern Mediterranean”.

In essence this is a revised and updated version
of a thesis accepted by the Faculty of Arts of the Uni-
versity of Birmingham for the degree of Doctor of
Philosophy in the Summer of 1987. In the twenty
years that have accumulated I am beholden to a
number of people who have all contributed to the
points expressed in this book. My greatest debts are
owed, on the one hand, to my then supervisor, Dr.
Antony Leahy, who first suggested I should tackle
this subject; and on the other, to Dr. John Taylor,
then a fellow Ph.D student, with whom I shared
many pleasant hours discussing the intricacies of the
Third Intermediate Period. I am also indebted to
Dr. Jeffrey Spencer, who kindly agreed to examine
the finished thesis and recommended a number of
helpful revisions. I should also like to thank the fol-
lowing people and institutions, who, over the years,
have all contributed, in differing ways, to the pro-
duction of this book; namely, Dr. Dia Abou-Ghazi;
Dr. Barbara Adams; Susan Allen; Dr. Dorothea
Arnold; the Ägyptisches Museum Berlin; the Ash-
molean Museum, Oxford; Carole Andrews; Dr. Bet-
tina Bader; Dr. Morris Bierbrier; the Boston Muse-
um of Fine Arts; Janine Bourriau; Dr. Phillipe Bris-
saud; the British Museum, London; Dr. Julia Budka;
Dr. J.L. de Cenival; the City of Bristol Museum and
Art Gallery; the City Museum and Art Gallery, Birm-
ingham; the County Museum, Liverpool; Dr.
Jacobus van Dijk; Dr. Vivian Davis; Dr. Aidan Dod-
son; Dr. Edward Brovarski; Prof. Silvio Curto; Dr. C.
Desroches Noblecourt; the Egypt Exploration Soci-
ety; the Egyptian Museum, Cairo; the Fitzwilliam
Museum, Cambridge; Peter French; Susan Giles; the
Griffith Institute, Oxford; Dr. Christina Guidotti;

Rosalind Hall; Dr. Colin Hope; Dr. Helen Jacquet-
Gordon; Dr. Karl Jansen-Winkeln; Dr. Olaf Kaper;
Dr. Hannelore Kischkewitz; Joan Knudsen; Ms S.
Kotz; Dr. Rolf Krauss; Achim Krekeler; Dr. Karla
Kroeper; the Kunsthistorisches Museum, Vienna;
the Lowie Museum of Anthropology, Berkeley; Dr.
Peter Lacovara; Dr. Guy Lecuyot; Dr. Christine
Lilyquist; Dr. Luc Limme; Dr. Maria-José Lopez
Grande; Dr. Jaromir Malek; Prof. Geoffrey Martin;
the Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York; Dr.
Gamal Moukhtar; the Museo Archeologico, Flo-
rence; the Museo Egizio, Turin; Monique Nelson;
Dr. Andrej Niwinski; Dr. Bengt Petersen; Dr. Car-
men Perez Die; Dr. Karl-Heinz Priese; Dr. Stephan
Quirke; Dr. Maarten Raven; Paul Raymond; Dr.
Elfriede Reiser-Haslauer; Dr. Pamela Pose; Dr. David
Reese; Dr. Nicholas Reeves; the Rijksmuseum van
Oudheden, Leiden; the Petrie Museum, University
College London; David Rohl; John Romer; Prof.
Helmut Satzinger; Dr. Azuz Sadek; Dr. Mohammed
Saleh; Dr. Cynthia Sheikoleslami; Dr. Hans Schnei-
der; Dr. Gabor Schreiber; Dr. Anne Seiler; Prof.
Harry Smith; Dr. Helen Strudwick; Dr. Nigel Strud-
wick; Barbara Stuckenrath; Dr. Zbigniev Szafranski;
David Symons; Margaret Warhurst; Dr. Helen White-
house; and Prof. Jean Yoyotte. For translations from
Polish I am indebted to Ms J. and Dr. S. Mossmann,
and, for translations from Russian to Ms E. Kolows-
ka and Mr. Z. Borcowski respectively. 

For permission to reproduce the pictures in Figs.
5–6 I am particularly grateful to Verlag Philip von
Zabern; Figs. 7–11, 13, 14, 16, 40–44, 54, 58, the
Trustees of the British Museum; Figs. 12, 16, 17, 46,
47, the Rijksmuseum van Oudheden, Leiden; Figs.
12, 55, 57, the Egypt Exploration Society; Figs. 14, 44
the Oriental Institute Chicago; Figs. 15, 56, 59, 60
the Verlag der Österreichischen Akademie der Wis-
senschaften; Fig. 48, The Petrie Museum, University
College, London; Fig. 50, The Israel Exploration
Society; Figs. 53, 55, Dr. Carmen Perez Die; and for
the photograph on Fig. 55, Claus Jurmann. The
drawings of the pottery in Figs. 18–39 and the
faience and stone vessels in Figs. 49, 51, 52, are most-
ly modernised versions of drawings originally found
in the BSAE series and the EES Excavation Memoirs
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for which I thank the Petrie Museum and the Egypt
Exploration Society. The cover picture of the tomb
group of Djedthothefankh is reproduced courtesy of
the Ashmolean Museum, Oxford.

I would also like to thank Dr. Angela Schwab for
guiding this book through the publication process.

David A. Aston
Vienna, 3 August 2007

Postscript:

As this book was going through the press there
appeared the three important volumes H. SALEH,
Investigating Ethnic and Gender Identities as Expressed
on Wooden Funerary Stela from the Libyan Period,
Oxford 2007; G. SCHREIBER, The Mortuary Monument
of Djehutymes II. Finds from the New Kingdom to the
Twenty-Sixth Dynasty, Budapest, 2008; and G.P.F
BROEKMAN, R.J. DEMARÉE and O.E. KAPER, The Libyan
Period in Egypt, Leiden 2009. All appeared too late to
be substantially incorporated in this work.
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